
Russians of Cyprus
After the fall of the Soviet Union, many Russians migrated to 
Cyprus for sunnier weather and economic opportunities. Today, 
Russians in Cyprus balance maintaining their cultural identity and 
assimilating into local life. Most consider themselves Christian 
because they were born into the Orthodox Church, but about a 
third do not believe in God at all. Since the start of the war with 
Ukraine, life has become increasingly difficult for Russians living 
outside their homeland, and many have felt the need to hide their 
Russian identity to avoid discrimination. 

ACTIVITY
A Simple Gift, Showing God’s Love
Though many Russians do not yet believe the gospel, God loves 
them with an everlasting, sacrificial love. He has demonstrated 
this “in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 
5:8). Give someone a gift today, maybe a flower, a picture you’ve 
made, or a word of encouragement, remembering that God’s love 
cannot be earned. It’s a free gift.

Incline your ear, and come to me; hear, that your soul may live; 
and I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, 
sure love for David. Isaiah 55:3

LET’S PRAY
Pray for Russians to embrace the gospel and find their identity, 
not in the Orthodox Church or their nationality, but in Christ.

C U L T U R A L  F A I T H ,  N O  B E L I E F

Gorani of Kosovo 
The Gorani of Kosovo live in small villages nestled in the 
mountains bordering Albania and Macedonia. They strive to keep 
their culture and traditions alive. Known for being excellent bakers 
and using wild fruits to create healthy fermented drinks called 
“sok,” this community faces waning numbers as young people 
and entire families leave to find work in other countries. Living in 
remote mountain areas, the Gorani keep to themselves, making 
them difficult to reach with the gospel. More than 95% of them 
hold fast to Sunni Islam, and there is currently no known work to 
reach them with the good news of Jesus Christ.

I S O L A T E D  B E H I N D  B A R R I E R S

As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who 
hears the word and understands it. He indeed bears fruit 
and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and 
in another thirty. Matthew 13:23

RECIPE
Fruit Smoothie 
The Gorani use blackberries, cherries, and raspberries to make a 
fermented fruit drink called “sok.” Make a fruit smoothie, using 
bananas, milk, and frozen berries. As you add the ingredients, ask 
God to draw the Gorani to Himself and produce an abundant harvest. 

LET’S PRAY 
Pray that the Lord of the harvest will send laborers, filled 
with the fruit of the Spirit, to the Gorani of Kosovo.
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