
LET’S PRAY
Ask the Lord to make a 
way for the Tai Leng to 
hear the gospel. Pray for 
the Tai Leng to humble 
themselves and see Jesus 
as the Savior they need. 

The Tai Leng are historically 
a very proud and segregated 
people. Located in the hills 
of northern Myanmar, these 
Buddhist farmers live in tight-knit 
communities and view outsiders 
with suspicion. One man from 
another Tai people group said, 
“We don’t trust anyone from 
other villages, even if they have 
the same language and Tai ethnic 
identity as us.” This makes it very 
difficult for the gospel to reach 
Tai Leng people.  

RECIPE
Green Tea
Tai Leng people drink tea every day, often more than water! 
Their distinctive green tea is prepared to be very weak, just hot 
water with a few loose tea leaves floating at the top. Drinking it 
requires a special skill. They filter out the leaves with their lips and 
teeth while sipping the liquid. Make yourself a cup of tea like this, 
and pray that the gospel will permeate this people group as tea 
infuses an entire cup of water.

Humble yourselves 
before the Lord, and he 
will exalt you.  
James 4:10

Tai Leng of 
Myanmar 

D I S T R U S T F U L  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

The Sula are farmers and fishermen who struggle to earn a 
living harvesting fish, spices, and coconuts. Most Sula people 
live on Sula Island in Indonesia’s North Maluku province. On the 
surface, they follow Sunni Islam and publicly identify as Muslim on 
government documents. But in private, they practice traditional 
customs to seek healing, power, and blessings from various 
spirits. It’s common for them to visit a shaman for help or to curse 
an enemy. One of the greatest barriers for them to believe the 
gospel is pressure from their community and family to not leave 
their religion and traditional practices.

For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” 
has shone in our hearts to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ. 2 Corinthians 4:6

LET’S PRAY
Pray for “the light of the 
knowledge of the glory 
of God” to shine down on 
the Sula people so they 
will follow and worship 
Jesus (2 Corinthians 4:6). 

Sula of Indonesia 
T R A P P E D  B Y  E X P E C T A T I O N S

DISCUSSION STARTER
The Sula people, shaped by a history of invasion by foreign 
powers, value community solidarity. How can the gospel speak to 
their desires for identity and security, offering true freedom and 
belonging in Jesus Christ?
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