
The Kho number more than 400,000 and live high in the mountains 
of northern Pakistan. They are very superstitious and have many 
traditional practices to ward off evil spirits. Many years ago, 
Naveed chose to follow Christ after having dreams of a “Man in 
White” and hearing the gospel from a visiting tourist. Since then, 
he has followed Christ without community, not knowing any other 
Christians among his tribe or language group. Praise God that 
Naveed is not completely alone — God’s presence has given him 
strength and comfort.

Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am 
your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will 
uphold you with my righteous right hand. Isaiah 41:10

LET’S PRAY
Ask God to draw more 
Kho people to faith this 
year, providing Naveed 
with fellow believers 
for community. Ask 
for laborers to join this 
harvest field and for 
continued strength and 
comfort for Naveed.

Kho of Pakistan
T R A P P E D  I N  T R A D I T I O N

DISCUSSION STARTER
Naveed has followed Christ alone for many years without any 
other Kho believers. How might Isaiah 41:10 specifically encourage 
someone who is the only Christian in their community? What 
aspects of God’s character in this verse would be most meaningful?

As temple priests and followers of the Hindu god Vishnu, the 
Bairagi (buy-RAH-jee) of India are chained to the ways, practices, 
and beliefs of Hinduism. Devotion to Vishnu defines their identity, 
which is passed from generation to generation. They rely upon 
meditation and strict self-denial, while also believing that they need 
Vishnu’s grace to achieve liberation. Found in temples across most 
Indian villages and cities, the Bairagi are visible yet unreached with 
the gospel. Without a gospel witness, they will remain bound to 
worshiping a false god.

Jesus looked at them and said, “With man it is impossible, 
but not with God. For all things are possible with God.”  
Mark 10:27

LET’S PRAY
Ask the Lord to send a gospel witness to the Bairagi people 
and do the seemingly impossible in their lives — break the 
pride, traditions, and deception that bind them and set 
them free through the power of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Bairagi (Odia) of India
C H A I N E D  T O  I D O L  W O R S H I P

DISCUSSION STARTER
Despite being prominently visible in temples across India, the 
Bairagi remain unreached with the gospel. What are some 
examples of people in your own community who might be hiding 
in plain sight — visible to you daily but untouched by an authentic 
gospel witness?
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