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I love hearing about the work that each of you are doing in your
communities as you find ways to “love your neighbor” through service and
relationships.  I am guessing that you began to partner with your local
school because of the compassion you felt for the students and teachers.

Matthew 9:36 tells us that when Jesus “saw the crowds, he had
compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless like
sheep without a shepherd.” Did you catch that Jesus “saw” the crowds?  
I think he saw them with more than his physical eyes.  He saw them
through the  lens of His Merciful and Loving Heavenly Father. What would
happen if we asked God to help us “see” the students and teachers in our
community through His eyes?  Maybe we would have a supernatural love
for them.  We would see the needs, burdens and discouragement that lie
underneath the surface.  We would recognize the God-given gifts and
abilities that should be developed and encouraged.  We would remember
that God is at work in their lives and ask how we might join Him in that
work so that each one would be drawn to the Good Shepherd.

What does this look like practically?
1)      We show others that we care by meeting their needs: physical,
social, emotional, and academic. We help improve their life on this earth.
2)      We choose to invest.  Beyond meeting physical needs, we get to
know the staff in our schools. We learn their names. We learn about their
life.  We show them that we care.  We develop relationships.
3)      We realize that God is at work in the lives of people around us.  We
are attentive and watching for opportunities to have a gospel
conversation.

In Matthew 9:37, Jesus said, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are
few; therefore, pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out
laborers into his harvest.” After spending time intentionally talking with the
Samaritan woman at the well, he reminded his disciples that “the fields
are white for harvest” (John 4:35).  There are people around us who are
ready to give their lives to Christ if we will choose to “see” them, talk with
them, develop a relationship with them, and share the reason for our
hope.  As we pray for more laborers, may we be prepared for God to
speak to us and lead us to a divine encounter that leads another to the
Good Shepherd.

How to get
Involved

As of September 2020, Heart 4 Schools has:

347 known partnerships across the state
267 schools who have at least one partnership

Over 1300 schools with no church
partnerships

Do you know of churches in your community
who might be interested in a church

partnership?
We are excited to provide training sessions to
help local churches start partnerships across

our state.  

 Would you be willing to share Heart 4 Schools
information with them, or host a Heart 4

Schools information/ training session? Contact
Angela McNeal at

angelamcneal@scbaptist.org.
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We’ve all heard the phrase, “your backyard is your greatest
mission field”, right?  But what does that really mean?  It means
when we look around in our local community, we need to have a
mission field mindset. 
 
A mission field mindset means that we don’t keep waiting for
people to come to us.  We must stop waiting around and we must
go to them. So, what does having a mission mindset practically
look like when we are partnering with the schools in our
community?

First, pray.  Whether you have a partnership or not, begin here. 
Ask God to open doors for you to love and serve others in close
proximity to your church. Pray for opportunities to meet physical
needs that give you the privilege and permission to engage in
spiritual conversations.
 
Second, love and serve well. Go to people. Don't wait for them
to come to your church building. For example, if you are
partnering with a local school and have always done a fall festival
at your church and want the families you are serving at your
school to come, don’t invite them to your church.  Take the fall
festival to them.  Do the same thing you’ve always done, but in a
different location. Look for a local park around the neighborhood
where your school is located. Ask God to give you creativity to
reach those around you.  
 
Third, don’t compare or compete.  Don’t try to serve your
neighborhood the way another church might serve their
neighborhood and get frustrated that it’s not working. God put
each of you in leadership at your church in your community on
purpose.  He made us all unique and positioned each of us
exactly where he wants us to further His Kingdom.  Be a student
of your community.  Know the people, the demographics, the
needs, and the culture.  Then take that knowledge and insight
you’ve gained by practically serving the people God entrusted
you with in your backyard.  
 
We pray that as you go and serve, you carry a mission field
mindset with you and many lives will be changed by the gospel
as a result of your faithfulness and obedience.
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What's going on? 

To find out the latest up to date information, news,
and events visit our website at:

www.heart4schools.org

Click here to join our Facebook group to see and
hear stories from churches across the state,
network with other churches, and find helpful

information for your church and your partnership. Mission Field Mindset
JENNY PROVIN

"Listen to what I'm telling
you: Open your eyes and
look at the fields, for they are
ready for harvest." John 4:35

SHANNON BROWN AND INDIAN LAND
COMMUNITY CHURCH PROVIDED SNEEZE

GUARDS TO HELP KEEP FACULTY AND
STUDENTS SAFE THIS YEAR AT INDIAN LAND

HIGH SCHOOL. 

KEVIN MASSEY AND HIS CHURCH PROVIDED A
FUN TREAT FOR TEACHERS AT CHERRYVALE

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL AS THEY PREPARED FOR
THE NEW SCHOOL YEAR. 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/668426640367123/
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Serving Spotlight
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LINDSAY & ADRIAN FERNANDEZ
CHARLESTON, SC 

"Serving your community is
not the second mile kind of
work you engage in once

your first mile church work is
done.  It IS the work." 

Reggie McNeal

This month our serving spotlight is with Lindsay and Adrian Fernandez and their partnership with
Parent Advocates in Charleston County, SC.  Their church sat down and had coffee with the leaders
of Parent Advocates and asked how they could help with the challenges of COVID and a new school
year.  As they listened to the needs presented and talked through practical ways the church could
serve the students and their community, the idea of a Mobile Help Desk emerged.  The Mobile Help
Desk goes to the neighborhoods of children who may have no wi-fi, lack of help from parents (who
are working outside the home), and language barriers in the home.  Due to these factors and the
learning curve of virtual school, these children were not doing their work and were being counted
absent from school.  The Parent Advocates of the region provided Lindsay and Adrian with exact
neighborhoods of virtual learners in need.   Along with a few other volunteers, they were able to test
out the idea of the Mobile Help Desk in these neighborhoods.  They began with just a  few essentials:
a fold-out table, chairs, a wi-fi hotspot, masks, hand sanitizer, and books for some of the younger
students. The volunteers answered questions about technology, homework, and any other challenges
they faced with school and virtual learning.

After a month, they are now surveying four different neighborhoods a week.  They are also sharing
information about this initiative with other churches in the area. Many are interested in learning how
they can get involved.  They are holding an informational meeting soon to get churches and schools
connected to serve more neighborhoods in their area. 

Lindsay  told us the story of a young boy, "John" and and his sister.  She says that every time they
came to his neighborhood, he would run to see them and spend every moment with them.  They
would read books and practice colors and counting together.  After reading a book together on one of
their visits, John started to open up and share about some difficult things happening in his life.  As he
spoke, they listened and were able to have a conversation about the hope we have in Jesus.  John
had heard a little about this Jesus, but he told them he had never heard what Lindsay and the team
shared that day.  As they continued to talk and share, John was able to verbalize the new things he
had learned about Jesus.  As their time came to a close that day, they encouraged him to share the
story of Jesus with his Mom and sister.  

Please pray for Lindsay, Adrian, and the churches in the Charleston County region as they serve and
have opportunities to share the gospel with others through their actions and with their words.  

  

             Picture taken from Flat Rock Elementary Lending 
             Library. The project was organized by Reading Buddy 
             coordinators at Flat Rock Baptist Church and 
             Union Baptist Church. 
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As churches seek ways to share the gospel in their community, they often ask, “God where are you at work, and how can
we join you?” 

Many do this because of what they have learned from Henry Blackaby’s Experiencing God: Knowing and Doing the Will
of God. This classic teaches us how to live life on mission with our Heavenly Father. How do we live in relationship with
God, recognizing and responding to the work He has for us? 

Here are Blackaby’s seven realities to remind and inspire us:
1. God is always at work around you. 
2. God pursues a continuing love relationship with you that is real and personal. 
3. God invites you to become involved with Him in His work. 
4. God speaks by the Holy Spirit through the Bible, prayer, circumstances, and the church to reveal Himself, His          
 purposes, and His ways. 
5. God’s invitation for you to work with Him always leads you to a crisis of belief that requires faith and action. 
6. You must make major adjustments in your life to join God in what He is doing. 
7. You come to know God by experience as you obey Him and He accomplishes His work through you.

For more details, read Experiencing God: Knowing and Doing the Will of God, by Henry and Richard Blackaby and
Claude King, or Seven Realities for Experiencing the Will of God by Henry and Richard Blackaby.
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7 Realities for Experiencing God

International Missions
Opportunities In Your

Local Schools 

 Ask about their needs 
 Be intentional about creating relationships and giving support
 Link them with surrogate “parents” or “grandparents” in your congregation 
 Invite their families to join you for fellowship            
 Include them in Thanksgiving and Christmas

1,145 International Teachers
in SC for the 2019-2020 school year

These teachers represent 34 countries. This year, the number is less because of Covid, but there 
are still many 2nd and 3rd year teachers in our schools who could use your support. 

Would you consider asking your school if they have international teachers? 

If the answer is yes:

 celebrations.


