
If you have received this email, I believe that you have the heart of
a servant.  You care much about people, and you serve with a heart
of gratitude for all that Christ has done for you.  As I read Romans
5: 1-2 today, I was reminded of the many reasons that we have to
praise Him.  Out of His love for us, He has given us peace, grace
and hope as we live in faith and in relationship with Him.  This is
what sustains us and  motivates us to share His love with others.

This month our newsletter will focus on opportunities to serve
international teachers here in South Carolina. We often plan to go
to the nations to share the love of Jesus with them, but we have
found that the nations are coming to us.  We have incredible
opportunities to let them see God’s love evidenced in our lives. We
can love and care for them as Jesus would if he were still on this
earth and they were in his hometown.  They have many needs,
including the need for fellowship!  

I hope that you will look at the list of districts in this newsletter and
see if you have international teachers in your area.  If you do, I
would be happy to talk with you about how we can connect with
these teachers and let them know that we “see” them and we care
about them.

Romans 5: 5 says, “God’s love has been poured out into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.” As His love fills
our hearts, I pray there will be such an overflow that those around
us can't miss it!

FEBRUARY 14
Valentine's Day- Be sure to love

on your school
 

FEBRUARY 18 
IMPACT

Shandon Baptist Church
 

March 25
Kingdom Impact Spring
Training for those who

attended in September 2020
 

APRIL 20 
Heart4Schools training with the

York Baptist Association
 

SEPTEMBER 9
Heart4schools training at the

SCBC building with Reggie
McNeal 

 What's going on?

HEART4SCHOOLS
NEWSLETTER

With all my heart
Angela McNeal
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Only fear the Lord and serve him faithfully with all your
heart. For consider what great things he has done for you. 

 1 Samuel 12:24
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Are there international teachers at your local
school or in your district? Get to know the
teacher; encourage them; create a
relationship with them.

Befriend teachers when they enter the
country. Greet them with a welcome basket:  
towels, pillows, cleaning supplies, gift cards
to local restaurants, grocery stores or places
to purchase supplies.

Help teachers navigate a new city and a new
culture.

Offer transportation as they are learning to
get around.

Help furnish an apartment.  Sometimes this
is as simple as a Facebook post asking our
friends if they have items to donate.

Invite teachers to join you and your family for
fellowship. 

Consider having your small group or Sunday
School class sponsor a teacher for a year.

Include teachers in special celebrations like
Thanksgiving and Christmas.

Work with the district to identify the teachers
in your area and provide opportunities for
them to gather for fellowship.

International teachers come
to our country with only two
suitcases and limited funds.  

International Teachers

There are over 1,100 international teachers  from
34 different countries working in South Carolina
schools each year.

Five private companies serve as Visa sponsors and
provide two weeks of orientation upon arrival.

Teachers arrive with 2 suitcases and about $1500
to  begin a new life, including deposits on
apartments, furnishing an apartment, securing
transportation and preparing a classroom.

Teachers who can afford airfare may bring their
spouses and children to come and live in SC after
they get settled.

Others leave families behind and send money
"home" to support them.

Transportation is a great challenge to most
teachers.  Many walk, bicycle, ride the bus or pay
for Uber rides.

The majority of teachers come from warm climates.  
Their bodies are not acclimated to cold
temperatures, and they do not have the warm
clothes and shoes needed for winter seasons. 

These teachers seldom ask for help but may not
have essentials such as a bed to sleep on.

There is a great desire for fellowship with one
another and others in the community, but these
teachers are often isolated, especially during Covid.

UNDERSTANDING NEEDS
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WAYS TO SERVE 
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Florence 4 ---- 14
Georgetown ----16
Greenville ---- 22

Greenwood 50 ----1
Greenwood 51 ---- 1

Hampton 2 ---- 15
Jasper ---- 23
Kershaw ---- 1

Laurens 55 ---- 2
Lee 1 ---- 29

Lexington 1 ---- 26
Lexington 3 ---- 1
Lexington 4 ---- 7

Marion ---- 27
Marlboro ---- 23
McCormick ---- 1
Newberry ---- 8

Orangeburg ---- 101
Pickens ---- 5

Richland 1 ---- 178
Richland 2 ---- 54

Saluda ---- 3
SC Charter School District ---- 10

Spartanburg 2 ---- 1
Spartanburg5 ---- 6
Spartanburg 7 ---- 2

Sumter ---- 51
Union ---- 3

Williamsburg ---- 64
York 3 ---- 24

There were 1,145
international teachers in

South Carolina during the
2019-2020 school year.

They came from 34 different
countries, not counting

Puerto Rico.

Do you have international
teachers in your district?

District and Numbers per District
 

Aiken ----  8
Allendale ---- 15

Bamberg 2 ---- 16
Barnwell 19 ---- 1
Barnwell 29 ---- 7
Barnwell 45 ---- 1
Beaufort ---- 27
Berkeley ----28

Charleston 1 ---- 10
Charter Inst. of Erskine ---- 10

Cherokee ---- 8
Chester ---- 29

Chesterfield ----14
Clarendon1 ---- 12
Clarendon 2 ---- 31
Clarendon 3 ---- 1

Colleton ---- 41
Darlington ---- 64

Dillon 3 ---- 1
Dillon4 ---- 11

Dorchester 2 ---- 18
Dorchester 4 ---- 9

Fairfield ---- 28
Florence 1 ---- 26
Florence 3 ---- 10
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Ministry Spotlight: Shandon Baptist Church
International Teachers: Reaching the Nations in Our Back Yard

by Allison Caldwell, Local Missions Director, Shandon Baptist Church
 

Last year brought many challenges and opportunities. We were 
able to build and strengthen relationships that didn’t exist before 
Covid. At Shandon, the chance to serve international teachers 
was an unexpected gift.  
 
Ken Owens and Angela McNeal hosted a Zoom call in August to 
discuss how churches could reach out to international teachers. 
In the following weeks, God kept those teachers on my
heart. A few staff members met to dream big about what God 
might have us do. Hosting a Christmas meal jumped to the top
of the list, and we explored the possibility in light of social 
distancing. The end result was a true team effort.  
 
Our Operations team mapped out a Covid-friendly seating plan. Hospitality volunteers greeted and
served food. Kids’ ministry volunteers provided free childcare. And members I never would’ve
thought to ask served as table hosts, some revealing their bilingual status for the first time! God
brought all the pieces and people together, including our guests. We reached limited seating
capacity in just over a week, with RSVPs from 24 schools and 15 countries.  
 
The event itself was an absolute delight. The decorations were stunning. The food was spectacular.
The program was simple but full of sincere thanks for a job well done in a tough season, even more
so given the fact that they were strangers in a strange land. Guests expressed overwhelming
gratitude for the chance to feel seen, heard and appreciated. They shared prayer requests for their
students, family members, a sense of community, and spiritual growth—as well as needs for
transportation, furniture, and warm winter clothes.  
 
In the weeks since, many table hosts have stayed in touch with their guests. Members delivered
bed frames and mattresses for two teachers who’d been sleeping on a sofa for months. We’re
exploring quarterly opportunities to connect in person and have already booked the second annual
Christmas meal. It’s my prayer that this is just the beginning of reaching the nations in our back
yard, and that it inspires others to explore creative ways to do the same.
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"The average teacher
affects over 3,000 students
during their career."      
                               

                         - Stacy Torino
(12 Powerful Statistics That Prove

Why Teachers Matter -

www.teachers.com)

"In times of crisis, we need healthy leaders. This
year, Impact will focus on helping leaders advance
the gospel by being more healthy in their families

and personal lives."

Dr. Crawford and Karen Loritts will join us and
share wisdom from 50 years of marriage and

ministry.
 

Registration: Group of 10+: $50/person      
Individual: $60/person

For every minister registered, their spouse attends
free!

For questions, contact
allisonbardin@scbaptist.org; 803-227-6046
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Personal handwritten notes
Printed note for everyone with a
treat attached.
CHOCOLATE!
Special snacks for the teachers'
lounge: doughnuts, bagels,
cupcakes, cookies, coffee, soft
drinks
Gift bags with lip balm, lotion, hand
sanitizer, and sweet treats

Valentines Day is the perfect day to
share some love with teachers in your
community.

Need Ideas?

Serving During Covid
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Did you know?

South Carolina residents have access to a
call center that helps connect individuals
and families in need with the appropriate
community-based organizations and
government agencies. By dialing 211, a
caller may receive referrals to basic needs
programs such as food, shelter, health care
and more.  This is a great resource for our
churches and our schools as they help
families in need.

Heart4Schools
Partnerships

Schools with a partner - 305

Churches with a partner - 270 

Total partnerships  - 399

We share numbers to celebrate, mark
our progress, and inspire us to keep
moving forward.  There are many
schools who still need a  partner!

Let others know what a church/school
partnership looks like and invite them to
our fall training.

Like our Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/heart4schools
and share our posts with your friends.

Be sure to join our Facebook group:
www.facebook.com
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A call to 211 could help a
family in need.

Save the date!

The way of the Kingdom is a
spirit, an attitude, and a life
that honor God and allow us
to serve as collaborators with
him in helping others
experience the life he intends
for them.   - Reggie McNeal

Heart4Schools training led by
Reggie McNeal in Columbia, SC.
Registration costs will include
ongoing training and a spring

training event.


